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thad@balkman.com
___________________________________________________________________________________

ACCOMPLISHED LEGISLATOR/ATTORNEY AT LAW

Offering a strong background in Political/ Legislative Affairs combined with 11 years of Law Practice

Visionary, Success Driven, Professional Leader in Legislature, Community, Family and Church
Bachelor of Arts Degree – Brigham Young University – 1994

Juris Doctor Degree – University of Oklahoma – 1998

POLITICAL EXPERIENCE

Executive Director of Oklahoma 100 Ideas Initiative




2007 – 2008
· Coordinated over 60 town hall meetings across the state 
· Fundraised and managed a $500,000 dollar budget
· State spokesperson for 100 Ideas Initiative
· Oversaw and managed daily affairs of 100 Ideas Initiative
· Managed staff of two directly reporting associates
Oklahoma Political Director, Mitt Romney for President




2007 – 2008
· Coordinated grassroots efforts throughout the state, including assembling coalition groups
· State Spokesman for Governor Mitt Romney
· Recruited and oversaw volunteers for voter identification and voter turnout calls
Member Oklahoma House of Representatives





2000 – 2006

· Child Advocates Hall of Fame Inductee for legislative reforms for children by the 

Oklahoma Institute for Child Advocacy – 2008
· Chaired House Majority Caucus – 2004 - 2006

· Served as Member of House Republican Leadership team – 2002 - 2004

· Chaired House Sub-Committee on Appropriations writing annual budgets for
Oklahoma health and social services agencies totaling $1 billion dollars – 2004 - 2006
· Principal author of Alternatives to Abortion Law – 2006
· Named “Friend of Taxpayers” by Americans for Tax Reform – 2005
· House co-author of Oklahoma’s Defense of Marriage Resolution – 2004
· House co-author of Choose Life license plate and grant fund law – 2002
· Named “Freshman of the Year” by Oklahoma Conservative PAC  – 2002
· House co-author of vehicle inspection tax repeal – 2001
Campaign Volunteer









1996 – 2004

· Worked as a campaign volunteer for numerous local Republican candidates including Congressional candidates Tom Cole and J.C. Watts and several Oklahoma House candidates. 
Other Political Experience








2001 – 2005

· Acted as chief spokesperson and Co-Chair of Oklahoma Taxpayers United, a statewide organization that led the defeat of a measure to increase fuel taxes.
· Functioned as a Field Staff member for Oklahoma Families for Jobs and Justice, a statewide organization that successfully passed a ballot measure to enact right to work in Oklahoma.
PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE

General Counsel & VP External Relations, Phoenix Motorcars


    2007 – March 2009
· Review, negotiate and prepare in excess of 250 contracts and agreements.  
· Advise executive management on routine day-to-day commercial legal matters, including vendor contracts and employment issues.  
· Identify and communicate various business and legal issues that have significant impact to the company’s business operations. 
· Oversee the company’s Government Affairs Department, including monitoring legislative and regulatory matters affecting the company. 
Principal, Thad H. Balkman Law Office






2005 – 2007
· Small business litigation and estate planning
Associate, Carr & Carr








2004 – 2006

· Mass torts and personal injury
Partner, Lee, Wells & Balkman







2002 – 2004

· Labor, employment and civil litigation
General Counsel, Association of Professional Oklahoma Educators


2001 – 2002

· Advised corporate board and executive director in resolving labor disputes for member educators.
